WHAT IS A LANDFILL?

e Alandfill is where waste is kept and is then buried with soil.
e A landfill has 4 basic components:

o Bottom Liner - Usually made of clay or plastic, and its purpose is to create a barrier that
isolates the landfill from the Earth.

o A Leachate Collection System - A pipe system that collects contaminated water from the
landfill.

o Cover - A cap on top of the landfill to keep as much water as possible out.

o Hydrogeological Setting - A layer made of crushed rock that prevents waste from escaping.

How Long Does it Last?  How LONG DOES IT TAKE
i et el e TO DECOMPOSE IN A
LANDFILL?

* Paper usually takes about 2-4 weeks to
decompose.

* In alandfill, an orange peel can take 6
months to decompose.

e A milk carton will take 5 years to
decompose.

* Plastic bags take 15 years to decompose in
a landfill.

* Tin cans can take 100 years to decompose.

e Plastic bottles take 450 years to

Plastic bag decompose in a landfill.
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Crange peel

Mill: carton

WHY ARE LANDFILLS
IMPORTANT?

Flastic bottle i e Landfills keep city and county
communities clean.

* They are designed to prevent
environmental contamination.

Glazg bottle

Styrofoam




Last stop for trash: A Landfill
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Landfill Word Search
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